
Penfold Place

Hosking Place

Issues
Hosking Place provides essential vehicle access to buildings 
along Martin Place and the Hotel which faces onto the laneway.

Opportunities
Penfold Place and Hosking Place are a popular pedestrian 
shortcut and offer opportunites for an intimate encounter and 
sense of finding a secret place in the City. 

Historical Information
In 1886 PENFOLD, WILLIAM CLARK (1864-1945) with £2000 
borrowed from his father bought from Thomas Yeo the stock 
and goodwill of William Moffitt’s printing and stationery firm 
in Pitt Street, established in 1830, which he renamed W. C. 
Penfold & Co. In 1898 the first linotype machine was installed. 
In 1902 Penfolds entered book production and printed many 
notable titles for Angus & Robertson, including C. J. Dennis’s 
The Sentimental Bloke (1914) and Norman Lindsay’s The 
Magic Pudding (1918).
In 1912 Penfolds had acquired the eight-storey Hosking House 
in Hosking Place for a new printery. In the 1920s the company 
described itself as ‘printers, stationers and systematists’ and 
expanded into the growing packaging industry. Conserva-
tive in both his business and personal life, Penfold was even 
tempered and punctilious—routine played an important part in 
his life. His daily walk through the factory kept him in touch with 
his employees and helped to maintain efficiency; his personal 
interest in his staff was rewarded by loyalty, dedication and a 
tradition of long service within the firm. Penfold’s, ‘the House 
of Quality’, is one of the largest firms of its kind in Australia; its 
famous horse and cart, which was reintroduced during petrol 
rationing after World War II, is still a familiar and popular sight in 
Sydney’s central business district(?). 
http://www.adb.online.anu.edu.au/biogs/A110201b.htm 
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