16. REIBY PLACE

Reiby Place, Macquarie Place entry

Issues
Reiby Place provides essential vehicle access to buildings
along Alfred Street, Pitt St and Bulletin Place.

Opportunities

This lane has been used as a weekend venue for

St. Jeromes Laneway event for several years now due to the
lack of residentail apartments nearby. The lane has good links
to Pitt St and Macquarie Place, popular pedestrian areas.

Historical Information

Named after Mary Reiby. Mary Haydock was born in England
in 1777, and transported to the Colony of New South Wales
for horse stealing in 1790. When arrested she was dressed as
a boy and using an alias, however her identity was revealed
during the trial. Through enterprise and hard work she became
one of the most successful businesswomen in the Colony.

As she rose in affluence, she also rose in respectability and
socialised in Governor Macquarie’s set. Mary opened a new
warehouse in 1812 and extended her fleet with the purchase of
two more ships in 1817. In 1820 Mary returned to England with
her daughters.

Returning to Sydney she began buying property and erecting
buldings in the centre of town. Mary was soon able to retire
from management and live on her investments. In 1825, noted
for her interest in church, education and charity, Mary was ap-
pointed one of the governors of the Free Grammar School. She
settled in Newtown in her later years, where she lived until her
death in 1855.

Mary’s face now appears on the Australian $20 note.
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